Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #7
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Lori Graeff, (Charlie/Gail Sherter’s daughter); *Family & friends of Millie Laudenslager; Baby Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaug; Dennis Croutharmel; Arletta Thomas, (Hosp.); Rahn Cooper and family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Ray Meredith, (Surgery in Feb., friend of Carol Miller); Baby Sophia, Ben, Sarah, Heinbaugh, (Sophia had surgery Feb. 3); Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                      [image: image1.emf]


                                  FEBRUARY 13, 2022
      Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 13, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Sixth Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Norine Goss                  
L:   Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord.
P:  Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbor.
L:  Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water.

P:  Together, we will worship the One who enables us to thrive.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!

 
Invocation                                                  Norine Goss
Compassionate God, we recognize that our world is a broken place, hurt by poverty, famine, and disease. We admit that sometimes we make the world a broken place, tolerating prejudice, conflict, and self-interest. We confess that our hearts also suffer with anger, resentment, and jealousy. Renew us in Your love, O God, and heal us with the comfort of Your abundant love. Awaken us to the role we can play in healing Your creation. Strengthen us through the power of the Holy Spirit to hear Your word and move forward in faith. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Jeremiah 17:5-10                (See Insert) Gerry Wiest
Psalm: Psalm 1:1-6  (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Pastor

N. Test.: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20       (See Insert) Doris Hand  
Hymn -   “May Jesus Christ Be Praised”         Page 87
* Gospel: Luke 4:21-30                     (See Insert)  Pastor                          
Sermon:         “What Matters Is…”  

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -           “Near to the Heart of God”             Page 497
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 13, 2022  the Sixth Sunday After Epiphany! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

COUNCIL WILL MEET Wed. Feb. 16 at 7:00PM.
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Feb. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb. 16 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Feb.  20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
              Guest Speaker, Deke Rider (Pastor Dave will be away)
Feb. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
LAY READERS:  Feb. 13 - Gerry Wiest, Doris Hand;
Feb. 20 - Bob Endy, Bridget Campbell; Feb. 27 - Theresa Miller, Ed Berra.
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:; Feb. 13 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 20 - Bob Endy; Feb. 27 - Ed & Peggy Berra.
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
EASTER FLOWERS: See Donna Novinger to order your Easter flowers on Sundays after Worship service. All orders and money must be in by Sunday March 6th.  Available flowers:

6” Tulips - $11.00 each          8” Tulips - $18.00 each
6” Daffodils - $11.00 each      8” Daffodils - $15.00 each
6” Lily - $13.00 each         4” African Violets - $5.00 (for shut-ins)
2022 WEEKLY ENVELOPES and 2021 YEAR END REPORTS are on the table in the narthex. 
2021 STATEMENTS were mailed. If you have not received your statement, please call the church office (717-896-3118).
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts, prayers to Family and friends of Millie Laudenslager who went to be with the Lord on January 31. We pray God surrounds them with his loving presence and comfort. More information can be found at https://www.minnichfuneral.com 
1st SCRIPTURE READING - O. Test. - Jeremiah 17:5--10 (NLT)
5 This is what the Lord says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from the Lord. 6 They are like stunted shrubs in the desert,
with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren wilderness,
 in an uninhabited salty land. 7 “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.
8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they never stop producing fruit. 9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things, and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad it is? 10 But I, the Lord, search all hearts and examine secret motives. I give all people their due rewards, according to what their actions deserve.”
2nd Reading - Psalm 1:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
    or stand around with sinners, or join in with mockers.
2 But they delight in the law of the Lord,
    meditating on it day and night.
3 They are like trees planted along the riverbank,
    bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never wither, and they prosper in all they do.
4 But not the wicked!
    They are like worthless chaff, scattered by the wind.
5 They will be condemned at the time of judgment.
    Sinners will have no place among the godly.
6 For the Lord watches over the path of the godly,
    but the path of the wicked leads to destruction.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NLT)
12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. 15 And we apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. 16 And if there is no 
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 (NLT) (Continued)

resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. 18 In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are lost! 19 And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. 20 But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 6:17-26 (NIV)
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.
20 Looking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you
    and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.
23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

Hymn: “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg 87 Red hymnal)    
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Würzburg, 1828;
         Translated by Edward Caswall   Public Domain

Music: Joseph Barnby   LAUDES DOMINI

Verse 1   When morning gilds the skies,

 My heart awakening cries,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Alike at work and prayer To Jesus I repair,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 2    Does sadness fill my mind?

A solace here I find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Or fades my earthly bliss? My comfort still is this,

May Jesus Christ be praised!
Verse 3     The night becomes as day,

When from the heart we say,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

The pow’rs of darkness fear When this sweet chant they hear,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 4     Ye nations of mankind,

In this your concord find,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Let all the earth around Ring joyous with the sound,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Verse 5      Sing, suns and stars of space,

Sing, ye that see His face,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

God’s whole creation o’er, For aye and evermore

May Jesus Christ be praised!    
Verse 6       Be this, while life is mine, My canticle divine,

May Jesus Christ be praised!

Be this th’eternal song Thro’ all the ages long,

May Jesus Christ be praised!   Amen.  
Link for Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg.  87):
https://youtu.be/WXBLXbqMn8Q?t=1  (organ with words onscreen)
https://youtu.be/og7-iwTF3O8?t=1  (with singing, no words onscreen)
History of hymn “Near to the Heart of God”

    Cleland B. McAfee (1866-1944), a Presbyterian minister, served for many years on the faculty of Park College, a church related school. He also served as the pastor of churches and is known for this hymn. 
    Mr. McAfee wrote the hymn Near to the Heart of God in 1903, after two daughters of his brother Howard died of diphtheria within 24 hours of each other.  The double tragedy broke McAfee’s heart. The situation was made even more difficult by the fact that his brother’s house had to be quarantined to prevent the spread of diphtheria. People could not go inside to express their condolences and the family could not leave the house to attend funeral services. 

    Cleland McAfee prayed for God to give him the right words to help his brother and his brother’s wife. The only place where he could find solace from his grief was in the verses in book of Psalms. As he meditated on these verses he also wrote the words and the tune to the hymn. The choir of Park College went to Howard McAfee’s quarantined house and sang it outside the window to encourage the grieving family. 
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

Attendance: 
In-person worship for Feb. 6  as of Feb. 9 was 33.
Face book views for Feb. 6 was 40.
Face book views for Jan. 30 was 96​.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM.

Hymn: “Near to the Heart of God” (Pg. 497 Red Hymnal)
Cleland Boyd McAfee   Public Domain           
CCLI Song # 93700 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  
There is a place of quiet rest
Near to the heart of God
A place where sin cannot molest
Near to the heart of God       Chorus
Chorus   
O Jesus blest Redeemer
Sent from the heart of God
Hold us who wait before Thee
Near to the heart of God
Verse 2   
There is a place of comfort sweet
Near to the heart of God
A place where we our Savior meet
Near to the heart of God       Chorus
Verse 3   
There is a place of full release
Near to the heart of God
A place where all is joy and peace
Near to the heart of God        Chorus
Link to hymn:  
“Near to the Heart of God”  (Pg 497)
https://youtu.be/sXLiIxwpp9E?t=1 
NEW DIRECTORY: If anyone has a new address or a new addition to your family to be included in the updated directory, please email the church. We are currently transitioning to a new email ValleysEcc.Halifax@GMail.com (At this time you can use both Verizon email and Gmail until transition is complete and any glitches are worked out.
History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Pg. 87):
Nothing is known of the original writer of this text other than the fact that he was a German. The hymn first appeared in a German hymnal in 1828. It was translated to English by Edward Caswall (1814-1878) in 1853, music was composed by Joseph Barnaby (1838-1896) in 1868. The Tune Name is “Laudes Domini” which means “Praise to the Lord.” Other writers also attempted English translations of this text, but Caswall's work in 1853 became the most widely used both in England and in the United States. Throughout his life Caswall kept adding new verses to this work until eventually this hymn included twenty-eight stanzas.

  "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth." Psalm 34:1

  One of the important sources of English hymnody is the wealth of worthy hymns translated from earlier Greek, Latin and German sources during the mid-nineteenth century. This particular interest by many English writers in the hymns from these other cultures was a part of a movement within the Anglican Church known as the Oxford Movement. The rediscovery of the writings of the Middle Ages was very important during this time. An important emphasis of this movement was an attempt by these leaders to rejuvenate the Anglican Church by making it more "high church" and to re-establish the concept of the church as the true Apostolic Church ordained by Christ Himself. Much of this concern was a reaction to what was felt to be a looseness within the church caused by the Evangelical influence and its emphasis on the individual and his need for a personal conversion experience. 
   The Oxford Movement began in 1833 with a sermon by John Keble (author of "Sun of My Soul" (No. 851) entitled "National Apostasy." For several years this movement tenaciously directed religious England. During this time many of the leading Anglicans actually seceded to the Roman Church in their obsession with having a more liturgical and authoritative church. One of these leaders was Edward Caswall, one of the best-known scholars and translators of the earlier writings. He was born in Edgbaston, Birmingham, England in 1814. Later he graduated from the distinguished Oxford College and was ordained by the Anglican Church at 
History of Hymn “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” (Continued)
the age of twenty-six. While at Oxford Caswall became involved in the Oxford Movement. After pastoring a parish church at Stratford for seven years, he resigned that charge  and  with  his wife traveled to Rome, where they were both received into the Roman Church. Three years later his wife died, and soon he became an ordained priest in the Roman Catholic Church. From this time until his death in 1878 Caswall made it his life's mission to faithfully translate the early hymns for the services of the Catholic Church. Another well-known hymn translated from the Latin is "Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee" (No. 49).

Joseph Barnby was born on August 12, 1838, in London, England. In addition to many other musical accomplishments, he edited five important hymnals. He was later knighted by Queen Victoria in 1892 in recognition of his many musical feats. He is also the composer for the hymns "Now the Day Is Over" (No. 63), and "O Perfect Love" (101 More Hymn Stories, No. 69).

Psalm 69:34  Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and everything that moves therein. This is one verse of several that go with this song. It illustrates the importance of human beings praising God. If the heaven and earth will praise him, we, and God’s children, definitely should praise him.

        SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 *******************************************************

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Please be aware the cost for altar flowers has increased to $35.00 if anyone wishes to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 

    The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #7
  
February 13, 2022          
 
       “What Matters Is…”

   
      
                   6th  Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Come, let us delight in the law of the Lord.

P: Our joy is found in the love of God and neighbor.
L: Come, let us be nourished by the Living Water.

P: Together, we will worship the One who enables us to thrive.
L: Come, let us worship the Lord!

Invocation:

Compassionate God, we recognize that our world is a broken place, hurt by poverty, famine, and disease. We admit that sometimes we make the world a broken place, tolerating prejudice, conflict, and self-interest. We confess that our hearts also suffer with anger, resentment, and jealousy. Renew us in Your love, O God, and heal us with the comfort of Your abundant love. Awaken us to the role we can play in healing Your creation. Strengthen us through the power of the Holy Spirit to hear Your word and move forward in faith. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Jeremiah 17:5-10
Responsive: Psalm 1
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
*Gospel: Luke 6:17-26
Meditation:

“What Matters Is…”


Danish philosopher and theologian, Soren Kierkegaard, tells a poignant story about what really matters. There was a jewelry store caper carried out by a team of thieves. What made this story so unique was that nothing was stolen. Instead, the thieves switched all the price tags around. Jewelry that was basically costume jewelry with little value was given the most expensive price tags. The most valuable pieces were given the lowest prices. When the store opened the next day there was a lot of confusion. Some customers thinking they were purchasing a treasure were purchasing glass. And other people looking just to get something inexpensive to brighten their wardrobes were getting treasures of which they weren’t aware. What was valuable and what was not was turned upside down.


Often times the Kingdom of God is referred to as “The Upside Down Kingdom.” This view is often presented as when Jesus ushers in the Kingdom of God and its ethics and values is turning the world’s values upside down. I’d suggest that we, as humankind, have turned God’s original values in creation upside down, and now Jesus is righting those values to what God originally intended. This is made laser clear in the Beatitudes. 


In this week’s text from Luke we read of Jesus increasing popularity because of is teachings and healings in the towns around the Sea of Galilee. People were gathering once again and after Jesus had done many healings, he began to teach. He begins with saying, “blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God.” I can imagine many of those listening must have been shocked and confused. How can a poor person be blessed? Isn’t being poor a sign of God’s displeasure or punishment? Yet many who are poor know first hand how God provides for their needs. They can know the richness of depending on God, instead of being self-sufficient and believing they have no need for God. Self-sufficiency is an illusion that collapses when the wave of a tsunami wipes out entire communities. The illusion of independence is blown over and razed to  the ground in the wake of a tornado or hurricane. It goes up in smoke when retirement investments and pensions are lost because of dramatic turns in the stock market. 


In Luke’s version of the beatitudes he includes a series of ‘woes’ along with the blessings. Matthew’s version doesn’t. We sometimes think of the word, ‘woe’ as meaning a harsh judgement or condemnation, but it has a different meaning here. Luke’s (and Matthew’s) use of woe has a meaning like ‘alas,’ or ‘how terrible for you,’ or to use a modern expression, ‘sucks to be you.’ It will be terrible in the long run for people who have no sense of God’s perspective on what matters most. God places far more weight and value on the eternal rather than the temporal. Another way to look at it is relationships with God and others are far more important than earthly ‘stuff.’ 


“Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.” Matthew’s version adds reads, “blessed are you who hunger and thirst for righteousness…” Hunger can mean so much more than just physical hunger. It describes a state of deep wanting or need; an awareness that something more is needed or craved. Jesus is certainly including physical hunger in his thought, but not exclusively so. Think of all the people coming to him. Many were sick, poor, looking for Israel’s Messiah to come and set up his reign. They had deep longings which Jesus promises God would satisfy. 


The woe to those aren’t hungry, who don’t sense anything is really missing, is one of warning. They have no deep yearning for the things of God. They have no idea of how impoverished they really are. They are satisfied with their own self-reliance and so don’t realize their danger. They are missing out on God’s unfailing love that is freely offered to anyone willing to accept it. All because they think they don’t need it. 


“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” Sometimes in our grief we find the thought of ever truly laughing again unimaginable. Jesus’ words might even seem to  be mocking someone’s pain. Jesus reminds his listeners that pain doesn’t last forever. That joy will come again. And more than just personal grief and pain, Jesus addresses our grief when we find ourselves grieving over the things that grieve God: evil, human rebellion, injustice, hatred, etc. Those who grieve with God over such things will laugh with joy when God ultimately triumphs over evil, and sets things right in creating a new heaven and new earth. 


“Blessed are you when people hate you and persecute you… because of the Son of Man.” While many people loved Jesus and his teachings, more hated him and rejected his claims leading to his arrest and execution. There are many places where Jesus says that we are to expect the same treatment as his followers. Jesus is very specific that the type of suffering he’s referring to is suffering that comes as a result of our doing the things he has asked us to do. Not that God isn’t concerned with other types of suffering, he clearly is, it’s that there is a special promise to those suffering because of their commitment to Jesus Christ and the Gospel. 


If you’re suffering because of your faith commitment to Jesus, you’re in good company. Jesus likens it to the way the Old Testament prophets were treated by people who were supposed to be God’s chosen people. Those prophets were often hated and reviled in their own time, but time revealed that they were in fact the faithful people proclaiming God’s word. In the same way our identification with Jesus and his ways leads to eternal life, even while suffering now. 


Jesus warns those who are thought well of by the world at large. The warning is for those who choose to compromise following Jesus and living according to his teachings in order to avoid conflict. In Jesus’ day, it more often meant not upsetting the religious leaders who could have you banished from the synagogue and other aspects of community life. It meant compromising with Rome in ways that were contrary to the teachings of scripture by paying homage to Caesar by saying, “Caesar is Lord” so you would avoid imprisonment or even death. It could mean turning a blind eye to corruption, or ignoring those in need so you wouldn’t experience hardship yourself. 


Now there is something to be said for having a good reputation in our communities. Paul admonishes us to live in peace with one another as long as it doesn’t compromise your commitment to Jesus. The book of Proverbs is filled with the importance of being a person of good character and having that reflect in your reputation. But having that good reputation at the expense of being known as a follower of Jesus is not good. Going along just to get along is not always a good thing. Someone once said that if we were to be put on trial as a follower of Jesus there should be enough evidence to convict us overwhelmingly. 


I’ll offer a few questions for your reflection. Do you generally feel self-sufficient, or do you sense your dependence on God? Do you long for something more in your relationship with God? Do you want to go deeper in that relationship? Do you weep over the evil present in the world? Does your heart break for those affected by it? Do you experience a sense of rejection or being different because of your decision to follow Jesus? 


Orienting ourselves to Jesus in relationship, and to his values and priorities is a necessary daily activity as his followers. This orientation, this way of life of having Jesus’ view in mind, is not a destination but a journey; one that takes a lifetime. Amen. 
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Merciful God, we are poor in so many ways and don’t feel blessed. We are hungry to see change for the better and we don’t feel blessed. We weep, and are rejected because of our faith in you, and still, we don’t feel blessed. Forgive us Lord, when we are so focused on our current realities that we fail to see your goodness and blessing as a promise that things won’t always stay as they are. Grant us the strength and courage to come alongside those who are poor, hungry, sorrowful, and rejected just as you did to offer your grace. As we have been blessed by you, are blessed by you, allow us to be a blessing to others in your name. 

[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)
Thank you for hearing our prayers. Thank you for your patience with us. Thank you for your never failing love for us that we find in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 
Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast to what is good; do not return evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; guard the dignity of all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
